"  Ut  Christiani  ita  et  Komani  sitis." 

*'  As  you  are  children  of  Christ,  so  be  you  children  of  Rome." 
''  Ex  Dictis  S.  Patricii,  Book  of  Armagh^  fol.  9. 

THE   IRISH 
ECCLESIASTICAL  KECORD 

^  iHantblg  Jourttat  xttttri^r  ©pisropal  ^anrtian. 


Third  Series.— Vol.  v.,  No.  3.        -  -         MARCH,  1884. 


CONTENTS. 

I.  Cardinal  Newman  on  the  Inspiration  of  Scripture. 
By  the  Editor. 

II.  Greenland — The  Question  Answered. 

By  Henry  Bedford,  Esq.,  M.A.,  All-HaUows'  College. 

III.  Systems  of  Grace. 

By  C.  J.  M. 

IV.  Reminiscences  of  Maynooth. 

By  the  Rev.  Dean  Gunn. 

V.  The  Benedictio  tn  Articulo  Mortis. 

By  the  Rev.  Edward  O'Dwyer,  Limerick. 

VI.  Correspondence. 

1 .  Was  St.  Boniface  an  Irishman  ? — By  the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Moran. 

2.  The  Birth-place  of  St.  Boniface. 

3.  A  New  Paper ;  a  Suggestion. 

4.  Clandestinity  and  Domestic  Servants. 

5.  Butter  on  East  Days. 

6.  Directorium  Seu  Ordo  Officii  Divini  Recitandi. 

7.  Pecunia  in  Tribunali. 

VII.  Liturgical  Questions. 

By  the  Rev.  Robert  Browne,  Maynooth  CoUege. 

Vm.    Notices  of  Books  : 

1.  Uriel ;  or  the  Chapel  of  the  Holy  Angels.  2.  Ellis- s  Education  Directory 
for  1884.  3.  The'Buhlhi  Review.  4.  TJte  Irish  Monthly.  5.  The 
'■'•  Parochial  llegister.'''' 

Imprimatur. 

Nihil  Ohstat.  ^  EdvarduS  Card.  MaoCabe,  ArcJiiep,  Dublin, 

GiRALDUS  MOLLOY,  S.T.D. 
Censor  Dep. 

DUBLIN :  BROWNE  &  NOLAN,  NASSAU-STEEET. 

Subscription,  Twelve  Shillings  per  Annum^  Post  Free.   If  paid  in  advance^  Ten  Shillings. 
ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED. 


REGISTERED    TRADE    MARK, 


TO   THE 

KOMAN  CATHOLIC  HIERARCHY,  CLERGY, 

AND  INSTITUTIONS. 


J  WISH  respectfuUy  to  bring  under  your  special  attention  that 
I  am  now  importing  the  finest  Pale  Diy  Malaga,  with  the 
guarantee  of  the  Bishop  of  Malaga,  and  bottled  under  my 
personal  supervision;  further  protected  by  my  Registered  Trade 
Mark. 

I  can  therefore,  with  the  most  imphcit  confidence,  strongly 
recommend  its  use  at  the  Holy  Sacrifice;  and  as  a  Roman  CathoHo 
Merchant,  1  solemnly  pledge  my  reputation  as  to  its  absolute  purity. 

As  I  can  so  strongly  recommend  this  Wine,  it  will  afford 
me  great  pleasure  if  any  of  my  cHents  give  it  a  trial. 

21/- pep  Doz.,  bottles  included     Discount  allowed  for  prompt  payment. 
Quantities  of  2  doz.  and  upwards  Carnage  paid 


Bottles  aUowed  for  if  returned  in  good  order,  and  Carriage  paid 

by  the  sender. 


Special  Agent  to  the  Patriotic  Insurance  Company.the  only  Company  whose 
business  is  restricted  solely  to  Ireland     Special  terms  by  applying  to 

WILLIAM  G.  MUKPHY, 

57;  MIDDLE  ABBEY-STREET,  DUBLIN.  57. 
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M.  H.  GILL  &  SON'S      ^T/^Alfi? 

LIST  OF  NEW  AND  STANDARD  PUBLICATIONS. 

[Tovena  to  St.  Patrick.   (For  Irishmen).   Being  Nine  Short  Eeflections,  with  a 

Prayer  and  Hymn.  By  Eev.  A.  Ryan,  St.  Patrick's  College,  Thurles,  12mo,  Sd. 

t.  Joseph.     His  Life,  his  Virtues,  his  Privileges,  his  Power.     A  Month  of 

March  in  his  Honour.     By  Yery  Eev.  Archdeacon  Kinane,  P.P.     With  a 

I'reface  by  His  Grace  the  Most  Eev.  Dr.  Croke.     18mo,  cloth,  2s. 

he  Power  of  St.  Joseph.     By  the  Eev,  Pere  Huguet.     18mo,  cloth,  !.<?.  6(1. 

.  Word  to  St.  Joseph  for  every  Day  of  the  Month  of  March ;    or.  Three 

Novenas  and  a  Triduum  to  St.  Joseph.     32mo,  wrapper,  4(1. ;  cloth  gilt,  1^. 

;  'he  Novena  of  Grace.     Eevealed  by  St.  Francis  Xavier  to  Father  Mastrelli, 

S.J.     18mo,  limp  cloth,  6'1. 
•Tew  Offices  and  Masses:— 

^lissffi  Yotivse  per  Annum,  6d.  ;  Officia  Votiva  per  Annum,  6d. ;  Eubricfe 
Speciales  Missalis  Eomanis  Eeformatse,  6d.  ;  Eubric^  Speciales,  Breviarii 
Uomani  Reform  at  se,  3d. 

We  have  also  in  stock  all  the  New  Masses  and  Offices  for  tha  various  sizes  of 
the  JNIissal  and  Breviary. 

1  'heologia  Moralis.      A  Lehmkuhl.    Vol.  I.    Continens  Theologiam  Mora- 

lem  Generalem  et  ex  Speciali  Theologia  Morali,  etc.,  9s.  net. 
hus  Canonicum  Juxta,  Ordinem  Decretalium.    E.  Grandeclaude.    3  vols- 

8vo.     24s. 
l;a  Vie  de  N.  S.  Jesus  Christ.    Par  L'AbboE.Le  Camus.    2  vols.    12mo.    155. 
L  Catholic  Dictionary,  containing  some  account  of  the  Doctrine,  Discipline, 
'        Rites.  Ceremonies,  Councils,  and  Eeligious  Orders  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

By  thie  Eev.  William  E.  Addis  and  Thomas  Arnold,  M.A.     8vo,  cloth,  red 

edges,  21.N\ 
L  Popular  History  of  the  Insurrection  of  1798:  derived  from  every 

available  Written  Hecord  and  Reliable  Tradition.     By  the  Rev.  Patrick 

F.  Kavanagh.     Fcap  8vo,  fancy  wrapper.  Is. ;  cloth,  25. 
Ilanuale  Parvulorum  of  St.  Thomas  a  Kempis.    Translated  into  English. 

Square  48mo,  cloth  extra,  Is. 
I'oung  Ireland.      A  Fragment  of  Irish  History,  1840-1845.     Irish  People's 

Edition.     By  Sir  Charles   Gavan.  Duffy,   K.C.M.G.      Beautiful  Pictorial 

Cover.  Large  8vo  boards,  2s. ;  cloth,  3s.  6d. 
.epertorium  Oratoris  Sacri.     Containing  Outlines  of  Six  Hundred  Sermons 

for  all  the  Sundays  and  Holidays  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Year.    Also  for 

other  Solemn    Occasions.     Compiled   from   the  Works  of   distinguished 

Preachers  of  different  ages  and  nations.     By  the  Rev.  Hermann  Hueser,    ' 

D.D.     In  three  volumes,  8vo,  cloth,  bevelled,  21s. 
ermons  and  Discourses.     By  the  late  Most  Rev.  John  MacHale,  D.D.,  Arch- 
bishop of  Tuam.   Edited  by  Thomas  MacHale,D.D.,  Ph.D.    8vo,  cloth,7s.6t/. 
'  rue  Men  as  We  Need  Them.     A  Book  of  Instruction  for  Men  in  the  world. 

By  Rev.  Bernard  O'Reilly.     Crown  8vo,  handsome  cloth  extra.  5s. 
romwell  in  Ireland.      A  History  of  Cromwell's  Irish  Campaign.      By  the 

Rev.  Denis  Murphy,  S.J.     With  Map,  plans,  and  Illustrations.     8vo,  cloth 

gilt,  12s.  6 J. 
he   Lectures   of  a    Certain   Professor.      By  Rev.  Joseph  Farrell,  C.C. 

New  and  cheaper  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  handsome  cloth  extra,  85.  6d. 

*^*  Complete  Catalogues  will  be  sent  gratis,  and  post  free,  on  application 

M.  H.  GILL  &  SON, 

'ublishers,   Booksellers,  Printers,   and  Bookbinders, 

50,    UPPER    SACKVILLE-STREET,    DUBLIN. 
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FRANCIS  MORTON  &  COMPANY, 

LIMITED, 

NAYLOE  ST.,  LIVERPOOL;  DELAHAY  ST.,  LONDON. 

®eati  ^fRce  for  IrdanO : 
1    &    2,  FOSTER    PLACE,  DUBLIN. 


CHURCH    BUILDING    DEPARTMENT. 


THE    distinguished   success   which  has   attended   F.  M.  &  Co.'s 
introduction  of  an   altogether  improved   system   of 

IRON     CHURCH     BUILDING 

Is  now  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  they  can  refer  to 

Upwards  of   Eighty   Churches,  Chapels,  and   School    Houses, 

BUILT  BY  THEM  IN  VAKIOUS  PARTS  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM, 
REPRESENTING   A  VALUE  EXCEEDING  £50,000, 

Selections  from  icliich  are  described  in  F.  M.  S^-  Co.'s  ''  Illustrated  Cimrch 
Treatise^'  loJiich  will  be  forwarded  free  on  application. 

FRANCIS    M0RT0i"&™C0,    LIMITED, 

Also  supply  eveiy  description  of  Ecclesiastical  Iron-Work,  Gas 
Fittings,  Ecclesiastical  Furniture,  etc.,  for  Church  Decoration ;  also 
Ornamental  Carved  AVork  for  Reredos,  Pulpits,  Communion  Rails, 
Chairs,  etc. 

DESIGNS  AXI)   PRICKS  ON  APPLICATION   TO 

FRANCIS    MORTON    &    CO-,   LIMITED, 

1  &  2  FOSTER  PLAGE,  LCBLIN. 


I 
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BROWNE   AND    NOLAN 

Desire  to  direct  the  attention  of  Clergymen  and  Others  who  are 
INTERESTED  OR  ENGAGED  IN  EDUCATION,  OF  who  are"  occupied  in 
literary  pursuits,  to  the  following  special  features  of  the  several 
Departments  of  their  Establishment : — 


THE 

STATIONERY 

DEPARTMENT 


Will  be  found  to  supply  at  the  lowest  charges 
according  to  the  current  prices  in  the  wholesale 
markets,  Letter  and  Note  Papers,  Exercise,  Copy, 

(  and  Note  Books,  and  every  description  of  Stationery 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  qualities.  Die-sinking 
and  Relief-stamping  form  a  prominent  feature  in 

lathis  department. 


THE 

FANCY  GOODS( 

DEPARTMENT 


'Contains  a  large  and  select  assortment  of  Desks, 
Ink  Stands,  Despatch  and  Writing  Cases,  Albums, 
and  every  description  of  Leather  Goods,  such  as 
Purses,  Pocket  Books,  Card,  Letter,  and  Note 
Cases,  &c.,  in  all  varieties,  from  the  cheapest  to 
Uhe  most  expensive. 


THE 

PRINTING 


DEPARTMENT 


^Is  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  Dublin,  and  is 

enabled  by  the  aid  of  the  newest  and  most  improved 
machinery,  to  produce  every  kind  of  Letterpress 
and  Lithographic  Printing  with  promptness  and 
despatch,  in  the  best  style  of  workmanship,  and  at 
the  most  reasonable  charges. 

School  and  Commercial  work  receive  special 
attention. 

Estimates  for  any  description  of  Printing  forwarded 
free  on  application.  For  School  work  in  particular, 
several  varieties  of  Greek,  German  and  Celtic  type 
are  kept  in  this  department;  and  an  experienced 
reader  subjects  the  proofs  of  all  classical  matter  to 
^a  careful  revision. 

THE  /Offers    unusual     advantages     for    the    supply    of 

EDUCATIONAL -{School    Books,    School     Stationery,    and 
DEPARTMENT     I  SCHOOL    MATERIALS. 

Being  the  only  firm  of  School  Stationers  in  Dublin  who  are,  to  our 
knowledge,  actual  Manufacturers,  we  are  enabled  to  offer  exception- 
ally GOOD  terms,  and  at  the  same  time  to  guarantee  the  quality  of  the 
articles  supplied. 

BROWNE   &   NOLAN, 

NASSAU     street,     DUBLIN, 
Factory:   Adam  Court,  Grafton  Street. 
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JAMES  DUFFY  &  SONS 

ARE  THE  MOST  EXTENSIVE   CATHOLIC  AND  NATIONAL 
PUBLISHERS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM, 


ASCETIC,   LITURGICAL,  THEOLOGICAL,  AND   OTHER  WORKS. 
Adjumenta  Oratoris  Sacri,  sen  divisiones  sententiae. 

et  documenta  de  iis  Christiance  Vitse  veritatibus,  et  officiis  quce  frequentis 
e  sacroPulpito  proponeuda  sant.  Collecta atque  ordine  digesta  opera  F.-X. 
Schouppe,  S.J.  8yo.,  35.  Qd. 

Ange  (L')  de  TEucharistie,  ou  Viet  et  Esprit  de  Marie- 

Eustelle,  d'apres  les  documents  les  plus  autlientiques  ;  par  Tauteur  de 
la  Yie  du  Commaudant  Marceau.  Ouvrage  recommaude  par  le  Cardinal 
Villecourt.     2  vols.,  12mo.,  4s.  2</. 

Antiphonarium  juxta  ritum  Sacri  Ordinis  Praedica- 

toram,  Kmi.  PatrisFr.  Al.  Y.  Jandel,  ejusdem  Ordinis  Magistri  Generalis 
jussu  editum.     2  parts,  fol.,  balf  calf,  £4  10s. 

Antiphonarium    Romanum,     complectens    Vesperas 

Dominicarum  et  Festorum  totius  anni,  necnon  Officium  ISTocturnum 
Hebdomadse  Sanctse,  Dominic£e  Eesurrectionis,  et  Defiinctorum.  Cantu 
reviso  juxta  manuscripta  vetustissima.     12mo,  os. 

Apocalypseos  B.  Joannis  Apostoli,  Clarse  simplicesqne 

Explicationes  libri,  prascipuis  Ecclesiee  universse  bistoriseque  imperiorum 
eventibus  applicatse  usque  ad  nostra  tempora.  Adjunctis  quisbusdam 
plausibilibug  ciaca  futura  conjecturis  ex  Scriptura  Sacra,  SS.  Tatribus, 
aliisque  Catbolicis  interpretibus.  Adjectis  etiam  bine  inde  nonnuUis  ex 
proprio  studio  et  meditatione.  Auctore  P.  F.  Yerschraege  Presbytero. 
2  vols.  8vo.,  hs.  

*^*  The  above  are  jjci^'nccs. 


JAMES   DUFFY  &   SONS, 

15,  WELLINGTON-QCJAY,  DUBLItf,  &  la,  PATEENOSTEK-ROW,  LONDON. 

OHDEOH  STATUARY  &  ARTICLES  OF  DEVOTION. 


P.    CEPPI    &    SONS, 

8,  WELLINGTON  QUAY,  DUBLIN, 

Importers  of  Washable   Gilt  Mouldings,    Carvers,    Gilders, 
Looking -^lass  and  Picture- frame  Mahers,  ^"c.,  ^c. 

We  have  the  largest  and  most  varied  stock  of  Statuary  in  Ireland,  M'hich  for  style 
of  workmanship  and  price,  defy  competition,  and  we  guarantee  them  all  Irish  Manufacture. 

We  have  always  in  stock  a  large  and  choice  collection  of  Oleographs,  Stations  of  the 
Cross,  Oil  Paintings,  Prints,  Lace  Prints,  Bea  Is,  Medals,  Scapulars,  Lamps,  Floats,  &c.| 

PLEASE  OBSERVE  ADDRESS— 

8,    WELLINGTON    QUAY,    DUBLIN. 


.y 


ESTABLISHED  20  YEARS. 
NO  CONNECTION  WITH    ANY  OTHER  HOUSE  IN  THE  TRADE 
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NOW  READY,  Price  2s.;  by  Post,  3d.  extra, 
T^  T     T     T  Q  *  Q 

IRISH  EOUCATION  DIRECTORY 

FOE 

1884. 

[THIRD     YEAR     OF     ISSUE.] 

CONTAINING  FULL  INFORMATION  AS  TO  THE 

AND 

THE  INSTITUTIONS  IN  lEELAND 

FOR  PEOMOTING 

IIERIDMTE,  raiNICAL,  Al  PRIIUM  EDllCiTION: 

WITH  '^^''>^    ^' 

Complete  Alphabetical  Lists 

OF 

IRISH     COLLEGES    AND     SCHOOLS. 

EDITED  BY 

WM,  EDWARD  ELLIS,  BA,  LL.B.  (DubL), 

BAKRISTER-AT-LAW. 


DUBLIN: 
M.  H.  GILL  &  SON,  50,  UPPER  SACKVILLE-STREET. 
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"MORRISSON'S    HOTEL 

DAWSON      STREET, 
DXJBLIM. 


THIS  Hotel  is  situated  in  the  most  fashionable  part  of  the  City, 
and  commands  a  splendid  view  of  the  College  Park.  As 
regards  Eailways,  the  situation  is  more  Central  than  that  of  any 
other  Hotel  in  Dublin.. 

The   Hotel   contains,  on   the   ground   floor,  a   magnificent 

Coffee  Room,  Reading  Room,  Ladies*  Drawing 
Room,  Billiard  Room,  and  Smoking  Room. 

In  addition  to  these  there  are  Seventy  Bed  RoomS, 
Twelve  Sitting  Rooms,  and  fct-class  arrangements 
for  the  comfort  of  families. 


Ajpjplications  to  he  made  to  the  Manager, 


W.  H.  LUMLEY, 

PROPRIETOR, 
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L.  CASCIANI  &  SON 

(LATE     MOSCHINI,)  '    a-AA-t-rr^ 

32,     WELLINGTON-QUAY,    DUBLIIT.Y/ 

The  oldest  House  in  the  Trade  in  Ireland.  ,..^\   7 

EST  ABLISHED     1  857. 

L.  C.  &  Son  beg  to  inform  Clergymen  and  Heads  of  Religious  Houses,  that 
they  have  the  Largest  Stock  in  Ireland  of  Religious  Statuary  for  Churches,  &c.,  &c. 

Models  executed  in  a  short  time,  Painted  and  Decorated  in  the  finest  style  of 
Art,  and  at  Lower  Prices  than  any  other  House  in  the  City. 

AWARDED  CERTIFICATE  OF   MERIT  AT   IRISH    EXHIBITION   OF  1882. 


MILNEES'    SAFES, 

THE  BEST  AND  CHEAPEST  SAFEGUARD  AGAINST 

FIRE     AND     THIEVES. 


Agents  in  Ireland  :   BROWNE  &   NOLAN,  Nassau-st.,  Dublin. 


TABERNACLE  AND  VESTRY  8AFE8. 

TABERNACLE  SAFES  of  all  sizes  inad^  to  order,  with  doors  decorated  with  gold  and 
colouis,  or  mounted  with  Engraved  Brass  Plates  enamelled  in  colours,  with  the  interior 

gilt  or  lined  with  silk, 
Fife  and  Thief  Proof  Vestry  Safes  of  the  most  improved  construction,  made  to  Orde? 

FRANcTsr~aRE  I LLY 

(Fii-m  of  T.  MoFFiTT  &  Co.,  Established  1800,) 
20,     UPPER     ORMOND     QUAY,     DUBLIN 


The  only  legitimate  Safe  Maker  in  Ireland. 


m^ 


Patronised  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  the    National  Banl(,  the  Hibernian,    Provincial 

and  Royal  Banks. 


THE     ANGEL     HOTEL, 

DUBLIN, 

9,   10,   11   &  12   INNS-QUAY, 


NEAR  THK  FOUR  COURTS. 

This  First-cla^s  Hotel  has  been  thoroughly  renovated  and  under  new  management. 

Grand  Table  d'Hote  Room.  1  Smoke  and  Billiard  Rooms. 

Private  Sitting  Rooms.  |  Ladies'  and  Gentlemen's  Batli  Rooms. 

Ladies'  and  Gentlemen's  Coflfee  Rooms.    Sleeping  Apartments  for  120  Persons. 
Commercial  and  Stock  Rooms.  1  Table  d'Hote  at  Two  and  Five  o'clock. 

Single  Bedrooms,  ^s.  ;  Familij  Rooms,  Jfs.;  Double-bedded 

Rooms,  each  Person,  2s.  per  night. 

A  NIGHT  PORTER  IN  ATTENDANCE. 

RIOHD.  HEALY,  PfiOPRiETOR. 
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THE  DXTBLIN  REVIEW. 

TTfANTED   to   purchase,   Complete    or   Broken   Set,    Odd   Volumes,  "or 
YV      Numbers.     Please  quote  particulars,  with  price,  to  Carson  Brothers, 
7,  Grafton-street,  Dublin. 

IRISH    ECCLESIASTICAL    RECORD. 

WANTED  to  purchase,  the  following  Odd  Volumes  and  Numbers  : — 
Vol.  I,  October,  18G4,  to  September,  1865  ;  Vol.  II.,  October,  1865, 
to  September,  1866  ;  Vol.  III.,  October,  November,  December,  1866,  and 
January  to  July  inclusive,  and  September,  1867 ;  Vol.  IV.,  October, 
November,  December,  1867  ;  and  January,  February,  April,  to  September 
inclusive,  1868;  Vol.  V.,  October,  November,  1868,  and  September,  1869  ; 
Vol.  IX.,  November,  1872,  and  January,  June,  August,  September,  1873  ; 
Vol.  X.,  October,  1873,  January  to  May  inclusive,  and  September,  1874  ; 
Vol.  XII.,  February,  April,  June,  October,  November,  December,  1875,  and 
February,  March,  April,  June,  July,  August,  1876. 

Highest  price  given  for  the  early  volumes  and  numbers  of  the  Irish 
Ecclesiastical  Record. 

Please  quote  price  to  Browne  &  Nolan,  24  and  25,  Nassau-street, 
Dublin. 


THE  MONTH. 

WANTED  to  purchase,  the  First  Series,  entire  or  broken.     Please  quote 
lowest  price  and  particulars  to  Browne  &  Nolan,  Nassau-st.,  Dublin. 


A.  M.  -{-  D.  G. 

Presentation  Convent,  Castieisland,  Co.  Kerry,  Ireland. 


THE  MOST  HOLY  SACRIFICE   OF  THE  MASS 

Will  be  offered  up  daily  during  the  months  of  May  and  June  of  this  year,  in  honour 
of  the  Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary,  and  of  the  most  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus  ;  also  a 
Daily  Intention  in  the  Holy  Communions  of  the  community  for  the  spiritual  welfare 
and  the  other  intentions  of  all  those  who  will  charitably  send  an  offering  (even  one 
penny  will  be  most  gratefully  accepted),  to  help  us  to  pay  off  a  heavy  debt  due  on 
our  Schools,  which  are  for  the  poor  ;  also  to  enable  us  to  build  a  small  addition 
to  our  Convent. 

Persons  wishing  to  secure  the  benefit  of  all  the  Masses,  etc.,  will  kindly  send 
their  Names  and  Offerings  before  the  25th  April. 

The  Prayers  of  the  Children  of  our  Schools  and  of  a  grateful  commimity  will 
also  be  constantly  offered  for  all  those  who  charitably  send  a  donation. 

References  to  Right  Rev.  Dr.  HIGGINS,  Lord  Bishop  of  Kerry. 

Money  Orders  to  be  made  payable  to  M.  IGNATIUS  O'CONNELL. 
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CARDINAL  NEWMAN  ON  THE  INSPIRATION 
OF  SCRIPTURE. 

IN  the  January  number  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  there  is 
an  article  on  "  The  Inspiration  of  Scripture,"  written 
by  Cardinal  Newman,  which  has  attracted  a  very  consi- 
derable share  of  attention,  both  amongst  Catholics  and 
non-Catholics.  The  Cardinal's  high  position  in  the  Church, 
his  literary  fame,  and  his  well  known  love  of  truth,  not 
unnaturally  lend  great  importance  to  everything  he  writes, 
especially  on  religious  questions.  His  smallest  word  is 
received  with  respect,  and  listened  to  with  attention,  and 
of  course  the  interest  is  intensified  a  hundred-fold  when  he 
deals  with  the  momentous  theme  of  the  Inspiration  of 
Scripture,  and  makes  statements  that  are  certainly  calcu- 
lated to  startle  even  the  veterans  of  the  theological  schools. 
We  need  no  apology,  therefore,  for  calling  the  attention  of 
our  readers  to  the  Cardinal's  views  on  this  most  important 
subject. 

It  is  well  to  observe  and  to  remember  that  the  Cardinal 
himself  expressly  says,  "My  statements  are  simply  my 
own,  and  involve  no  responsibility  of  anyone  besides  myself." 
At  the  end  of  the  article,  too,  with  genuine  fihal  obedience 
and  in  the  spirit  of  a  true  Catholic,  he  unreservedly  sub- 
mits whatever  he  has  written  to  the  judgment  of  the  Holy 
See.  Moreover,  as  he  says,  his  statements  are  more  of  a 
tentative  than  dogmatic  character ;  he  "  is  more  anxious 
that  the  question  should  be  satisfactorily  answered,  than 
that  my  own  answer  should  prove  to  be  in  every  respect 
the  right  one."  A  prince  of  the  Church  who  writes  in  this 
spirit  deserves  to  be  treated  with  the  gi'eatest  consideration ; 
VOL.  V.  L 


138      Cardinal  Newman  on  the  Inspiration  of  Scripture, 

and  we  trust  that  in  our  observations  we  sliall  not  say 
a  single  word  inconsistent  with  the  affectionate  rev- 
erence in  which,  in  common  with  all  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  these  kingdoms,  we  hold  his  Eminence  Cardinal  New- 
man. 

The  question  which  he  proposes  for  consideration  is 
whether,  as  alleged  by  Renan  and  others,  "it  is  an 
undoubted  fact  that  the  Chm-ch  does  insist  on  her  children's 
acceptance  of  certain  Scripture  informations  on  matters  of 
fact,  in  defiance  of  criticism  and  history."  Many  persons 
would  probably  object  to  the  assumption  implied  in  this 
question,  that  there  are  Scripture  informations  on  any 
matters  of  fact  which  are  in  defiance  of  genuine  criticism 
and  true  history.  Hence,  we  think  it  is  safer,  and  more 
satisfactory  from  a  logical  point  of  view,  as  being  less  open 
to  the  charge  of  undue  assumption,  to  accept  the  statement 
of  the  question  at  issue  as  it  is  formulated  a  little  lower 
down  in  No.  8  :  "  Now,  then,  the  main  question  before  us 
being  what  it  is  that  a  Catholic  is  free  to  hold  about  Scrip- 
ture in  general,  or  about  its  separate  portions  or  its  state- 
ments, Tvdthout  compromising  his  firm  inward  assent  to  the 
dogmas  of  the  Church,  that  is,  to  the  de  fide  enunciations 
of  Pope  and  Councils,  we  have  first  of  all  to  inquire  how 
many  and  what  these  dogmas  are."  Then  the  writer  goes 
on  to  say  that  there  are  two  such  dogmas ;  one  relates  to 
the  authority  of  Scripture,  or,  as  we  should  say,  its  inspira- 
tion, the  other  to  its  interpretation. 

With  regard  to  the  Cardinal's  views  on  the  inter- 
pretation of  Scripture,  we  have  nothing  to  say  ;  he  merely 
expresses  the  common  teaching  of  theologians  on  this 
point.  We  shall,  therefore,  confine  ourselves  to  the  fii-st 
question  which  he  discusses — ^the  authority  or  inspiration 
of  Sacred  Scripture. 

In  answer  to  his  own  question  on  this  point — What  is 
de  fide  with  regard  to  the  inspiration  of  Scripture?  his 
reply  is  : — *' As  to  the  authority  of  Scripture,  we  hold  it  to 
be,  in  all  matters  of  faith  and  morals,  divinely  inspired 
throughout."  In  No.  11  he  tells  us  that  the  Councils  of 
Trent  and  the  Vatican  "  specify  *  faith  and  moral  conduct ' 
as  the  '  drift '  of  that  teaching  (in  Scripture)  which  has  the 
guarantee  of  inspiration."  In  No.  12  he  says  that  the 
Vatican  Council  pronounces  that  supernatural  Revelation 
consists  "  in  rebus  divinis,"  and  is  cojitained— the  italics  are 
not  ours — "  in  libris  scriptis  et  sine  scriptis  traditionibus." 
And  finally,  in  No.  13,  he  asserts  that  while  the  Councils,  as 
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has  been  shown,  lay  down  so  emphatically  the  inspiration 
of  Scripture  in  respect  to  "faith  and  morals,"  it  is  remark- 
able that  they  do  not  say  a  word  directly  as  to  its  inspira- 
tion in  "  matters  of  fact ;"  and  hence  he  raises  the  question 

but  does  not  answer  it — whether  there  may  not  be  in 

Scripture,  as  there  are  in  the  dogmatic  utterances  of  Popes 
and  Councils,  ohiter  dicta,  "  unimportant  '  statements  of 
fact,'  not  inspired,  and  therefore  unauthoritative  "  (No.  26), 
and,  we  may  add,  not  even  necessarily  true. 

The  merest  tyro  in  the  schools  of  Catholic  theology 
will  at  once  perceive  the  startling  character  of  these  state- 
ments, and  the  pregnant  consequences  which  they  involve. 
Hence  we  propose  to  examine  them  very  briefly,  in  order 
to  ascertain  if  the  dejide  utterances  of  the  Church  on  this 
matter  of  the  inspiration  of  the  sacred  volume  are  exactly 
of  the  character  described  by  Cardinal  Newman ;  and  we 
shall  for  the  most  part  confine  ourselves  to  an  analysis  of 
these  dogmatic  utterances  themselves. 

Of  course,  when  the  Cardinal  says  it  is  de  fide  that 
Scripture,  in  all  matters  of  faith  and  morals,  is  divinely 
inspired  throughout,  he  says  what  is  true ;  but  he  certainly 
seems  to  imply  that  it  is  not  defide  that  Scripture  is  insph-ed 
in  those  things  (if  there  be  any  such)  which  are  not  '^  matters 
of  faith  and  morals."  N  ow,  here  precisely  we  join  issue,  and 
we  say  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  Catholic  dogma,  as  defined 
both  in  the  Council  of  Trent  and  the  Vatican,  admits  of  no 
such  restricting  clause  ;  that  it  is  adequately  and  accurately 
expressed  only  by  eliminating  that  clause ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  Catholic  dogma  is,  to  borrow  some  of  the 
Cardinal's  own  words,  that  Sacred  Scripture  is  divinely 
inspired  tlirougliout. 

The  Council  of  Trent  first  enumerates  the  books  that 
constitute  the  canon  of  Scripture,  and  then,  in  the  strictest 
language,  formulates  its  decree  in  the  following  words : — 
"  Si  quis  autem  libros  ipsos  integros  cum  omnibus  suis  par- 
tibus,  prout  in  ecclesia  CathoKca  legi  consueverunt,  et  in 
veteri  vulgata  latina  editione  habentur,  pro  sacris  et 
canonicis  non  susceperit,  et  traditiones  praedictas  sciens 
et  prudens  contempserit,  anathema  sit."^  There  is  here  no 
restriction  of  inspiration  or  canonicity  to  matters  of  faith 
and  morals  ;  the  entire  books,  with  all  their  parts,  are 
declared  to  be  sacred  and  canonical,  that  is,  inspu-ed  Scrip- 
ture, recognised  as  such  by  the  Church ;  for,  as  we  shall  see, 

1  Quarta  Sessio,  Deer,  de  Canonicis  Scripturis. 
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that  is  the  meaning  of  sacred  and  canonical,  as  apphed  by 
the  Council  of  Trent  and  of  the  Vatican  to  the  books  of 
Scripture.  If  we  take  the  expression  "  entire  books,  with 
all  their  parts,"  to  be  equivalent  to  the  Cardinal's  word 
throughout,  we  have  a  right  to  conclude  that  the  Catholic 
dogma,  as  enunciated  in  that  canon,  proclaims  that  these 
canonical  books  are  inspired  throughout^  and  therefore  not 
merely  in  questions  of  faith  and  morals. 

Lest  there  might  be  any  doubt  of  the  meaning  of  the 
expression  "  pro  sacris  et  canonicis,"  we  beg  to  append 
the  analogous  canon  in  the  Vatican  Council,  which,  in  our 
opinion,  leaves  no  doubt  about  the  matter.  Here  it  is  : — 
"  Si  quis  sacrae  Scripturae  hbros  integros  cum  omnibus  suis 
partibus,prout  illos  Sancta  Tridentina  Synodusrecensuit,pro 
sacris  et  canonicis  non  susceperit,  aut  eos  divinitus  inspiratos 
esse  negaverit,  anathema  sit."  (Can.  4,  De  Revelatione. )  It 
is  impossible  to  enunciate  in  clearer  language  the  great 
Catholic  truth,  that  the  entire  books  of  Sacred  Scripture, 
with  all  their  parts,  are  divinely  inspired  ;  or  in  other  words, 
that  the  books  of  Sacred  Scripture  are  inspired  thi^oughout. 
If  any  one  should  urge  that  perhaps  "  eos,"  in  the  last 
clause  of  this  canon,  is  not  necessarily  the  exact  equivalent 
of  the  subject  of  the  preceding  clause,  our  answer  is,  that 
both  grammatically  and  logically  '*eos  "  and  "illos  "  stand  for 
the  subject  of  the  preceding  clause,  and  are  therefore  exactly 
co-extensive  with  it.  At  any  rate,  the  Council  pronounces 
the  entire  books — eos,  soil,  libros  integros — to  be  inspired, 
without  making  any  distinction  between  "  matters  of 
fact "  and  "  matters  of  faith  and  morals,"  and  that  is  quite 
enougli  for  our  argument. 

Every  one  trained  in  theological  discipline  knows  that  it  is 
not  always  easy  to  ascertain,  from  the  wording  in  the  body 
of  a  dogmatic  chapter  of  a  General  Council,  what  is  strictly 
and  exactly  defide.  But  when  a  Council  wishes  to  express 
Catholic  dogma  with  the  utmost  accuracy  and  exactness, 
it  formulates  it  as  a  canon,  and  pronounces  anathema 
against  the  gainsayers.  I  have  a  right,  therefore,  to  infer 
from  this  canon,  as  a  CathoHc  dogma,  that  Sacred  Scripture, 
without  exception  or  restriction,  is  inspired  throughout. 

Cardinal  Newman  says  that  the  dogmatic  phrase  used 
by  the  Councils  of  Florence  and  Trent  to  denote  the  inspi- 
ration of  Scripture,  viz.,  that  one  and  the  same  God  was 
the  author  of  both  Testaments — Deus  unus  et  idem  ut?ius- 
que  Testamenti  Auctor — left  some  room  for  holding  that 
the  word  "  Testament"  might  mean  "  Dispensation,   rather 
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than  the  Books  of  the  Testaments,  although  he  admits 
that  the  Vatican  Council  has  settled  the  question  by  insert- 
ing the  word  "  books." 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  Council  of  Florence  left  no 
doubt  about  the  matter,  for  it  has  explained  the  meaning  of 
the  word  " Testament"  in  its  decree,  as  may  be  seen  in  so 
common  a  book  as  Franzelin  (De  Inspir.  S.  Scrip.  Thesis.  II., 
No.  1.)     Here  are  the  words : — 

"  Firmissime  credit,  profitetur  et  praedicat  (Sacrosancta  Eom. 
Ecclesia)  unum  verum  Deum  Patrem  et  Fihum  et  Spiritum  Sanctum 

creatorem Unum  atque  eundem   Deum  Veteris  et 

Novi  Testamenti,  hoc  est,  Legis  et  Prophetarum  atque  Evangelii 
profitetur  Auctorem^  quoniam  eodem  Spiritu  Sancto  inspirante 
utriusque  Testamenti  sancti  locuti  sunt,  quorum  libros  suscipit  et 
veneratur,  qui  titulis  sequentibus  continentur." 

Surely  the  expression  "  Old  and  New  Testament,"  wben 
explained  to  mean  "  the  Law,  the  Prophets,  and  the 
Gospel,"  can  mean  nothing  else  but  the  Sacred  Books  that 
commonly  go  under  these  names. 

But  if  there  could  be  any  doubt  about  the  matter  it 
would  be  removed  by  the  reason  that  is  subjoined — God  is 
the  author  of  the  Law,  the  Prophets,  and  the  Gospel, 
because  it  was  under  the  inspiration  of  His  Holy  Spirit  that 
the  saints  of  both  Testaments  spoJce,  whose  books,  therefore, 
the  Council  receives  and  venerates.  The  word  "  locuti " 
evidently  refers  to  the  written  ivord,  as  in  2  Peter  i.,  21, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  libros,  clearly  shows  that  by 
Testament  the  Council  meant  the  books  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament — that  is,  as  it  explains,  the  Law,  the 
Prophets,  and  the  Gospel. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  explanation  given  by  the 
Council  itself  can  be  reconciled  with  the  statement  that 
the  Councils  of  Florence  and  Trent  left  the  meaning 
of  the  word  Testament  in  the  phrase  referred  to  somewhat 
doubtful.  The  Council  of  Florence  certainly  did  not ;  and, 
Pallavicini  tells  us,  the  Council  of  Trent,  in  framing 
its  decree,  was  careful  to  follow  the  very  words  of  the 
Council  of  Florence.^ 

It  is  defined  both  by  the  Councils  of  Trent  and  of 
Florence,  that  God  is  the  auctor  utHusque  Testamenti,  and 
as  we  have  just  seen,  that  is  the  same  as  to  say  he  is  the 
author  of  all  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament ; 
and  so   it   has  been   expressly   defined  by  the   Vatican 

1  Hist.  Concil.  Trid.  Lib.  vi.  c.  11,  n.  11-14. 
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Council,  as  the  Cardinal  himself  admits.  But,  he  says,  the 
Latin  word  auctor  still  leaves  some  ambiguity,  for  it  is  not 
equivalent  to  the  English  woxdiauthor.  That  maybe  very 
true,  when  there  is  question  of  the  words  auctor  and 
autlior  in  their  generic  sense ;  it  is  too  delicate  a  point  for 
us  to  discuss,  and  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  discuss  it. 
For  there  is  no  question  now  of  the  generic  meaning 
of  these  terms,  but  of  their  specific  meaning,  which, 
as  Cardinal  Franzelin  clearly  points  out  (Thesis  IIL, 
No.  1.)  is  determined  by  the  context,  that  is,  by  the  special 
efficiency  of  which  there  is  question.  Generically,  both  in 
English  and  Latin,  *  author  '  means  the  person  who  gives 
origin  or  authority  to  anything,  but  in  its  specific  sense  the 
meaning  will  very  much  depend  on  the  kind  of  origin  or 
authority  of  which  there  is  question.  The  same  man  may  be 
the  author  of  a  law,  the  author  of  a  book,  and  the  author 
of  a  crime,  but  in  very  different  senses.  Now  it  is  de  fide 
that  God  is  the  author  of  the  Books  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament,  and  will  the  Cardinal  undertake  to  say,  that 
when  thus  used  in  regard  to  books,  auctor  in  classical 
Latin  is  not  equivalent  to  "  author "  when  said  in 
reference  to  books  in  English  ?  We  do  not  pretend  to  the 
Cardinal's  knowledge  of  classical  Latin,  but  we  know 
something  of  ecclesiastical  Latin,  as  used  by  the  Councils  of 
Trent  and  Florence,  and  we  are  quite  sure  that  auctor  lihri 
in  ecclesiastical  Latin  is  pretty  much  the  same  as  the  "author 
of  a  book"  in  English. 

It  is  defide,  therefore,  that  God  is  the  author  of  all  the 
Books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament ;  and  we  have  seen 
that  it  is  de  fide  that  they  are  inspired  throughout,  whole 
and  entire,  without  any  distinction  between  '  matters  of  fact 
and  *  matters  of  faith  and  morals.'  Well,  now,  in  No  11, 
the  Cardinal  asks,  in  what  respect  are  the  Canonical  Books 
inspired?  "It  cannot  be  in  every  respect,"  he  says, 
"except  we  are  bound  de  fide  to  beheve  that  *  terra  in 
aeternum  stat,*  that  heaven  is  above  us,  and  that  there 
are  no  antipodes."  If  by  "  respect"  is  meant  every  signifi- 
cation which  a  word  or  phrase  might  have,  scientific  or 
popular,  Hteral  or  metaphorical,  he  is  evidently  right ;  but 
then  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  tell  us  so.  Surely  the  phrases 
"  terra  in  aeternum  stat,"  ''  and  heaven  is  above  us,"  "  the 
sun  rises,"  and  the  like,  have  a  popular  meaning  which  is 
perfectly  true,  and  which  might  be  revealed  by  God,  and 
which  if  revealed  by  God,  incidentally  or  otherwise,  in 
that  popular  sense,  we  should  be  bound  to  believe  as  defide. 
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But  apparently  this  is  not  what  Cardinal  Newman 
means,  for  in  the  next  sentence  he  says:  "And  it  seems 
unworthy  of  Divine  greatness  that  the  Almighty  should,  in 
His  revelation  of  Himself  to  us,  undertake  mere  secular 
duties,  and  assume  the  office  of  a  narrator  as  such,  of  a 
historian,  or  geogi'apher,  except  so  far  as  the  secular 
matters  bear  directly  on  the  revealed  truth."  Does  any 
one  assert  that  God  in  His  Revelation  undertakes  the  office 
of  narrator,  as  such,  or  historian,  or  geographer?  We 
thought  it  was  a  well-known  distinction  made  by  Catholic 
theologians  of  every  school  between  the  things  revealed 
propter  se,  or,  as  the  Cardinal  calls  them,  matters  of  faith 
and  morals,  and  things  revealed  per  accidens,  including 
every  other  statement  made  in  Sacred  Scripture,  whether 
in  naiTation,  history,  geography,  or  anything  else.  God 
reveals  none  of  these  things  propter  se.  He  does  not 
undertake  the  work  of  annalist,  historian,  geographer,  as 
such.  They  are  revealed  on  account  of  their  connection, 
necessary,  useful,  or  accidental  as  the  case  may  be,  with 
the  main  purposes  of  Divine  Revelation.  But  as 
Benedict  XII.,  in  his  Dogmatic  Catalogue  of  the  Errors  of 
the  Armenians  very  clearlj^-  signifies,  they  must  be  all 
believed,  even  those  which  have  been  revealed  pe?'  accidens, 
because  they  are  all  equally  the  word  of  God,  and  all  serve 
a  useful  purpose  in  the  Divine  economy  of  our  salvation.^ 
"  For  whatsoever  things  were  written,  were  written  for  our 
learning;  that  through  patience  and  the  comfort  of  the 
Scriptures  we  might  have  hope."     Rom,  xv.  4. 

And  what  is  man  that  he  should  undertake  to  pro- 
nounce what  is  worthy,  or  what  is  unworthy  of  Divine 
]\Iajesty?  If  we  were  to  attempt  to  do  so,  especially  in 
God's  revelation,  where  should  we  stop  ?  Does  not  the 
Socinian  think  it  unworthy  of  God  to  reveal  mysteries? 
The  Rationalist,  for  a  somewhat  similar  reason,  denies 
miracles.  The  ordinary  Protestant  contends  that  the 
Catholic  teaching  about  the  Blessed  Eucharist  is  utterly 
unworthy  of  God,  and  so  he  gives  up  the  literal,  and 
adopts  a  metaphorical  sense.  It  is  the  old  story — Durus 
est  hie  sermo,  et  quis  potest  eum  audire  ?  Our  reply  is — 
Quis  cognovit  sensum  domini,  qui  instruat  eum  ?  Human 
wisdom  left  to  itself  would  say  that  of  all  unworthy  things 

See  Franzelin  note,  Thesis  iii.  p.  352.  The  114th  Error  in  the 
Catalogue  seems  to  consist  in  the  fact  that  the  Armenians  assumed  a 
historical  statement  in  Genesis  to  he  false. 
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the  most  iinworthy  of  God  was  to  redeem  the  word  by  the 
"  folly  "  of  the  cross ;  and  it  did  say  it  by  the  mouth  both 
of  Jew  and  Gentile. 

We  have  no  objection  to  the  statement  that  faith  and 
moral  conduct  is  the  *  drift '  of  the  teaching  that  has  the 
guarantee  of  inspiration,  or  that  the  Council  of  Trent  insists 
on  faith  and  morahty  as  the  *  scope'  of  inspired  teaching, 
provided  always  it  is  not  thereby  implied  that  Scripture  is 
not  also  inspired  throughout,  even  in  those  things  which  to 
us  seem  to  have  least  connection  with  faith  and  morals.  It 
is  in  this  sense  and  in  no  other  sense  the  Council  of  Trent 
speaks.  In  the  preamble  of  the  chapter  it  states,  as 
Cardinal  Newman  says,  that  faith  and  morality  is  the 
*  scope '  of  inspired  teaching,  and  that  the  Gospel  is  the 
'  fount '  of  all  saving  truth  and  all  instruction  in  morals ; 
and  this  is  perfectly  true,  but  the  main  proposition  to  which 
everything  else  is  incidental  is  contained  in  the  following 
words,  which  necessarily  imply  the  inspiration  of  every 
single  statement  made  by  sacred  writers.  "Sacrosancta  .  .  . 
Synodus  .  .  .  orthodoxorum  patrum  exempla  secuta, 
omnes  libros  tam  Veteris  quam  Novi  Testamenti,  cum 
utriusque  unus  Deus  sit  auctor,  necnon  traditiones  ipsas,  tum 
ad  fidem,  tum  ad  mores  pertinentes,  tanquam  vel  oretenus 
a  Christo,  vel  a  Spiritu  Sancto  dictatas  et  continua  succes- 
sione  in  ecclesia  Catholica  conservatas  pari  pietatis  affectu 
et  r^verentia  suscipit  et  veneratm-."  From  the  beginning 
of  the  chapter  to  the  word  veneratur  is  one  single  sentence ; 
the  last  part,  as  written  by  us,  contains  the  main  assertion, 
the  purport  of  which  is  perfectly  clear :  that  as  God  is  the 
author  of  all  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  and, 
as  the  divine  traditions  regarding  faith  and  morals  were 
either  spoken  by  Christ  himself  or  dictated  by  His  Holy 
Spirit,  therefore  the  Council  accepts  and  venerates  both  with 
equal  aifection  of  piety  and  reverence — and  why  ?  because 
they  are  both  equally  the  Word  of  God.  It  must  be  care- 
fully observed  that  the  words  "tum  ad  fidem,  tum  ad 
mores  pertinentes  " — refer  only  to  the  traditions,  and  have 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  preceding  words.  And  they 
were  inserted,  as  Pallavicini  tells  us,  in  order  to  distinguish 
the  divine  traditions,  of  which  God  is  the  author,  and 
which  concern  faith  and  morals,  from  purely  apostolic  and 
ecclesiastical  traditions,  which  are  of  their  own  nature 
disciplinary  and  mutable.  So  far,  therefore,  is  the  Council 
of  Trent  from  lending  any  countenance  to  the  idea  that 
all  Scripture  is  not  inspired,  that  it  distinctly  affirms  the 
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divine  authorship  of  all  the  books  of  Sacred  Scripture,  and 
as  we  have  seen,  pronounces  anathema  against  those  who 
would  dare  to  assert  that  they  are  not  "  sacred  and 
canonical,"  and  inspired  Scripture  throughout. 

There  is  one  point  to  be  carefully  kept  in  mind  in  any 
discussion  on  this  important  question,  if  we  wish  to  avoid 
grave  errors — the  difference  between  inspiration  and  revela- 
tion. Inspiration,  as  we  shall  see  further  on,  in  its  plenary 
sense,  implies  three  things,  the  Divine  afflatus  moving, 
enlightening,  and  guiding  the  writer — inspiratio  active 
sumpta :  the  state  of  the  human  agent  under  this  Divine 
influence — inspiratio  passive  sumpta  ;  and,  lastly,  the  pro- 
duct of  the  combined  action  of  God  and  man,  that  is, 
the  book  written  by  the  Holy  Spirit  through  man's 
agency — which  is  inspiratio  terminative  sumpta.  Inspira- 
tion therefore,  in  reference  to  Sacred  Scripture,  essentially 
regards  the  loriting — the  writing  in  fieri,  and  the  writing 
in  facto  esse.  Not  so  in  the  case  of  revelation.  It  need 
have  no  connection  with  inspired  writing  at  all.  In 
its  active  sense  it  is  simply  the  Divine  manifestation  of 
hidden  things,  and  sometimes  of  things  not  previously 
hidden ;  in  its  objective  sense  it  merely  means  the  things  so 
made  known  by  God.  Inspiration,  therefore,  necessarily 
implies  revelation  in  the  wide  sense  given  above ;  but 
revelation,  as  in  the  case  of  Divine  traditions  not  contained 
in  Scripture,  may  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  inspiration. 
Let  our  readers  bear  this  in  mind,  for  the  Cardinal  goes  on 
to  say  that  "  the  Vatican  Council  pronounces  that  super- 
natural revelation  consists  in  rebus  IJivinis,  and  is  contained 
in  libris  scrip tis,  et  sine  scriptistraditionibus,"  italicising  as 
above,  and  implying  thereby,  it  seems  to  us,  that  all  Sacred 
Scripture  is  not  necessarily  Divine  truth  or  a  Divine  revela- 
tion, and  that  revelation  and  inspiration  are  identical. 

What  the  Council  says  on  the  first  point  is  contained  in 
the  following  sentence,  and  certainly  will  not  admit  the 
meaning  given  above  by  implication :  —"  Huic  Divinae 
revelationi  tribuendum  quidem  est,  ut  ea,  quae  in  rebus 
Divinis  humanae  rationi  per  se  impervia  non  sunt,  in 
present!  quoque  generis  humani  conditione  ab  omnibus 
expedite,  firma  certitudine  etnuilo  admixto  errore  cognosci 
possint."  I  do  not  think  the  Council  declares  in  that 
sentence  that  revelation  consists  "  in  things  Divine,"  but 
even  if  it  does,  then  all  we  can  say  is,  that  every  statement 
in  Scripture  is  Divine,  or,  w^hat  comes  to  the  same,  is  the 
Word   of  God — as  St.  Paul  himself  asserts,  at  least  by 
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implication,  regarding  the  Scriptures  certainly  of  the  Old 
Testament,  if  not  also  of  some  of  the  New — Trao-a  ypa<^ri 
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it  may  well  be  called  Divine. 

As  regards  the  second  point,  the  Council  does  say  that 
the  supernatural  revelation  is  contained  in  the  written  books 
and  unAvritten  Divine  traditions;  but  concerning  these 
same  books  it  says  in  the  very  next  sentence,  that  the 
church  does  not  regard  them  as  sacred  and  canonical, 
merely  because  they  contain  this  revelation  without  error, 
but  because,  having  been  ivritten  under  the  inspiration  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  they  have  God  for  their  author,  and  as 
such  have  been  handed  down  to  the  church.  "  Eos  vero 
(Hbrosj  ecclesia  pro  sacris  et  canonicis  habet,  non  ideo 
quod  sola  humana  industria  concinnati,  sua  deinde  auctori- 
tate  sint  approbati,  nee  ideo  duntaxat,  quod  revelationem 
sine  errore  contineant ;  sed  propterea  quod  Spiritu  Sancto 
inspirante  conscripti,  Deum  habent  auctorem,  atque  ut 
tales  ipsi  ecclesia3  traditi  sunt."  To  say,  therefore,  that  the 
Divine  books  contain  the  revelation  of  God,  and  even 
without  any  error,  is  declared  by  the  Council  itself  to  be 
an  inadequate  description  of  their  sacred  and  canonical 
character.^  The  reason  is  manifest.  A  book  might  contain 
the  whole  revelation  of  God,  and  contain  it  without  error, 
and  yet  not  be  at  all  an  inspired  book,  because  inspiration 
essentially  regards  the  writing  or  authorship  of  the  book. 
If  it  is  an  inspired  book  God  is  its  author ;  it  must  have 
been  written  in  all  its  parts  under  the  guidance  and 
inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  so  much  so,  that 
God  becomes  responsible  for  every  single  statement  it 
contains,  and  therefore  quite  as  much  responsible  for  its 
statements  "  in  matters  of  fact,"  as  for  its  statements  in 
reference  to  "  faith  and  morals."  All  these  truths  will  not 
have  the  same  intrinsic  importance  in  relation  to  each 
other,  or  to  the  economy  of  man's  redemption ;  but  they 
are  all  divine  as  regards  their  origin  and  their  authority. 

And  now  this  leads  us  to  give,  in  conclusion,  a  very 
brief  explanation  of  the  nature  of  inspiration  as  taught  in 
all  Catholic  schools,  and  it  is  as  contained  in  the  writings 
of  the  Fathers,  and  of  all  our  eminent  theologians,  since 
the  Council  of  Trent.  Cathohc  teaching  on  this  point  has 
become  still  more  definite  and  dogmatic  since  the  defin- 
itions of  the  Council  of  the  Vatican  already  referred  to. 

^  See  Franz,  page  375,  Thesis  IV. 
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The  points  of  Catholic  dogma  clearly  defined  are, 
(a)  that  God  is  the  author  of  all  the  canonical  books  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testament,  (h)  that  these  books  have  been 
icritten  under  the  ihspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God, 
(c)  and  hence  the  entire  books  are  inspired.  The  second 
of  these  points  more  clearly  and  accurately  defines 
the  meaning  of  the  first ;  and  the  third  expresses  the 
abiding  consequence  of  the  other  two,  that  is,  the  in- 
spiration of  the  sacred  books  terminative,  as  the  theologians 
call  it. 

God,  then,  is  defined  to  be  the  author  of  all  the  Sacred 
Scriptures,  because  they  were  written  under  the  inspiration 
of  His  Holy  Spirit.  Now,  what  is  meant  by  being  the 
author  of  a  book  in  this  sense  1  It  must  mean  here,  as  it 
means  everywhere  else,  either  that  He  Himself  wrote  it,  as 
He  wrote  the  Tables  of  the  Law,  with  his  own  finger, 
which,  of  course,  is  out  of  the  question ;  or  that  He  dictated 
the  sacred  books  word  for  word  to  the  inspired  penmen, 
an  opinion  which  has  been  held  by  a  few,  but  is  now  justly 
and  generally  rejected ;  or  finally,  as  a  minimum,  it  must 
mean  according  to  the  use  of  language,  that  He  directed 
or  procured  the  writing  of  all  these  sacred  books;  that 
He  suggested  to  the  sacred  writers  all  the  matter  to  be 
written — res  et  sententias — even  that  known  before,  and 
finally  gave  them  such  constant,  ever  watchful  assistance 
in  the  composition  of  all  these  books  as  to  ensure 
that  everything  which  He  wished  should  be  said,  and 
that  nothing  should  be  said  except  what  He  wished, 
and  hence  that  there  should  be  no  trace  of  falsehood 
or  error,  for  which  He,  the  principal  and  infallible  Author 
of  the  book,  would,  in  that  absurd  hypothesis,  be  held 
responsible.  The  very  nature  of  Divine  authorship  re- 
quires this  at  least;  if  the  instrumental  author  begin  to 
wi-ite  motu  propria,  it  is  in  no  special  sense  God's  work ; 
if  he  write  anything  which  he  is  not  directed  to  write, 
it  is  not  God's  work  so  far ;  and  if  there  could  be  errors 
or  mistakes  in  any  book  written  by  Divine  authority, 
God  could  never  claim  that  book  whole  and  entire,  with 
all  its  parts,  as  purely  and  simply  His  own — as  written  in 
its  entirety  under  the  inspiration  of  His  Holy  Spirit. 
Therefore,  the  Divine  authorship  of  the  Sacred  Books,  in  the 
sense  defined  by  the  Church,  imperatively  requires  that,  as  a 
minimum,  the  impulse  to  write  should  come  from  God,  that 
He  should  suggest  at  least  the  matter,  and  that  He  should 
preserve  the  sacred  wiiters  from  all  error,  which,  if  it  were 
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possible,  would  not  be  the  error  of  man,  but  of  God.  It  is 
as  absurd  to  say  that  a  man  could  commit  sin  under  the 
impulse  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  to  say  that  the  sacred  writer 
could  write  error  under  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Therefore,  as  it  is  de  fide  that  the  Sacred  Books,  whole  and 
entire,  were  written  under  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  it  follows,  at  least  as  a  conclusion  theologically 
certain,  that  everything  written  by  the  sacred  writers  is, 
what  it  is  called  in  Scripture,  and  by  the  Church,  and  by  the 
Fathers,  and  by  the  people,  verily  and  indeed  the  AVord  of 
God,  unmixed  with  any  false,  or  erroneous,  or  merely  human 
element. 

This  doctrine,  regarding  the  nature  of  inspiration,  does 
not  imply  that  God  did  not,  in  most  cases,  leave  the  choice 
of  the  words  to  the  sacred  writer.  It  does  not  even  imply 
that  the  words  chosen  were  the  most  elegant,  or  most 
appropriate,  for  expressing  the  Divine  ideas  in  the  writer's 
mind.  It  does  not  imply  the  adoption  of  the  graces  of 
style,  nor  the  niceties  of  grammar,  nor  exactness  in 
scientific  or  rhetorical  arrangement.  But  it  does  imply 
that  the  words  must  be  suitable  to  express  the  writer's 
Divine  thoughts,  that  his  language  must  be  intelhgible, 
and  that  the  arrangement  must  not  be  such  as  will  neces- 
sarily lead  the  readers  astray. 

Again,  inspiration  does  not  exclude  antecedent  know- 
ledge of  much  of  the  matter  to  be  written,  nor  labour  in  its 
acquisition,  provided  always  it  is  written  by  the  human 
author  of  the  Sacred  Book,  not  motu  propno,  but  in  virtue 
of  the  Divine  impulse,  consciously  or  unconsciously  fol- 
lowed, and  written  also  under  the  Divine  guidance,  lest 
any  error  might  creep  in,  of  which,  as  it  could  not  originate 
from  God,  He  could  not  accept  the  authorship  or  respon- 
sibility. 

Neither  does  our  doctrine  on  inspiration  imply  that  it  is 
confined  to  the  autograph  of  the  sacred  writer.  Inspiration 
does  not,  terminative  sumpta,  consist  in  the  material  book  as 
such — in  the  handwriting,  the  ink,  and  the  vellum  ;  but  it 
consists  in  the  book  as  a  series  of  signs,  with  a  definite  ob- 
jective significance  for  the  mind  of  man :  and  hence  the 
inspired  books  remain,  although  the  autographs  have  all 
perished. 

Of  course,  what  we  have  been  saying  only  regards  that 
which  has  been  actually  written  by  the  sacred  writers. 
We  are  not  now  speaking  of  any  additions,  omissions,  or 
other  changes  in  the  sacred  text.     We  know,  however,  for 
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certain,  that  in  the  Vulgate,  at  least,  these  corruptions  do 
not  involve  any  eiTor  in  faith  or  morals,  or  interfere  with 
the  substantial  integrity  of  the  text. 

It  will  be  observed  that  we  have  not,  except  incidentally, 
appealed  to  Sacred  Scripture  in  support  of  our  views,  nor 
quoted  the  Fathers,  many  of  whom  speak  in  exceedingly 
strong  language  of  the  impossibility  of  the  smallest  error 
in  Sacred  Scripture.  Neither  have  we  oited  the  authority 
of  all  the  great  scholastic  and  modern  theologians,^  from 
St.  Thomas's  to  the  present  time,  who,  if  they  do  not  go 
much  further  in  the  direction  of  verbal  inspiration,  without 
exception  deny  the  possibility  of  merely  human,  and  there- 
fore possibly  erroneous,  statements  in  Sacred  Scripture. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  observe,  that  it  is  with  great 
reluctance  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  dissent  from  the  views 
which  Cardinal  Newman  has  put  forward  regarding  the 
inspiration  of  the  Sacred  Scripture.  We  think,  with 
St.  Augustine,  that  the  possibility  of  a  falsehood  in  Sacred 
Scripture  would  be  fatal  to  the  Sacred  Volume.  "  I  pay 
the  canonical  books,"  he  adds, "  such  reverence  and  honour, 
that  I  most  firmly  believe  that  no  sacred  writer  in  writing 
committed  the  least  mistake."^  On  the  other  hand,  to  use  the 
words  of  the  learned  Patrizi,  while  the  Church  is  silent,  we, 
of  course,  do  not  dare  to  censure  those  views,  but  neither 
do  we  dare  to  hold  them.  In  one  respect  at  least  we  beg 
to  follow  the  excellent  example  of  the  Cardinal,  by  unre- 
servedly submitting  our  observations,  such  as  they  are,  to 
the  judgment,  and,  if  necessary,  to  the  correction  of  our 
ecclesiastical  superiors. 

John  Healy. 


1  The  opinion  of  Lessius,  Dii  Hamel,  and  Bonfrere,  put  forward  by 
them  only  as  a  hypothesis,  is  no  longer  tenable  since  the  Vatican 
Council.  In  any  case  the  doctrine  of  subsequent  inspiration  does  not 
touch  the  present  question. 

^De  Consensu  Evang.  I.  11,12. 


